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RICHARDSON NATURE CENTER 

THANK YOU, RED-TAILED HAWK 

It is with a heavy heart that we let you know our beloved 

Red-tailed Hawk was euthanized on June 15. He was 33 

years old and served as an animal ambassador at 

Richardson Nature Center for 30 years. What a legacy. 
 

We implemented a retirement plan for him about a year 

and a half ago, allowing him more rest days and 

reducing our expectations of how much he was asked to 

move or teach. In that same time, we worked closely 

with the University of MN's Raptor Center to monitor his 

quality of life. Over the days prior to taking him to The 

Raptor Center, we noticed his breathing becoming more 

labored and the veterinarian believed it may be the 

beginning of heart failure. Using videos to share his 

symptoms with our vet, she confirmed that it was time. After the necropsy, the vet 

said that the red-tailed did not have heart disease which was her first thought 

when his behavior was described, but instead had a large mass/tumor growing 

from the last ribs on the right side of his body and extending internally into the 

right lung lobe. The mass that was invading his lungs and his ribs was an 

infiltrative pulmonary carcinoma.  This was the cause of his difficulty breathing 

because the tumor was filling up his lung space. Not something we could have 

medically managed to make him comfortable.   
 

He had a peaceful goodbye and we thanked him for educating thousands about his 

species and our shared habitat, and for helping dozens of staff and volunteers 

learn how to become bird handlers and trainers. He lived a life few Red-tailed 

Hawks have been able to live. He came to Richardson Nature Center in 1990 when 

he was three years old. So much has been learned about the best practices of 

handling and training over the last three decades and he stayed patient and 

flexible with all who learned with and from him. He escaped twice in his life and 

both times chose to return to RNC where he knew food was given. He lived well 

past his expected years (Red-tailed Hawks life expectancy in captivity is 25-30 

years) and his veterinarian staff marveled at his health. We know that he touched 

many of you deeply and he will be greatly missed.  

The mission of Three 

Rivers Park District is to 

promote environmental 

stewardship through 

recreation and education 

in a natural resources-

based park system. 

Photo by Bob Rorke 

Although the building is closed, RNC staff have 

been busy! This summer, we taught 20 sessions 

of camp during the weekdays and 22 family 

programs on the weekends! All programs have 

been entirely outdoors and carefully adapted to 

MN Department of Health guidelines with 

reduced group sizes. Smaller groups have 

allowed us to explore deeper into our park, and 

even take campers canoeing for the first time ever on Turtle Basking Pond. 

The second photo features one of 20 happy participants in a camp we 

offered for our friends at Bloomington Public Schools’ Office of Educational Equity.  

Photo by Liz Stanley 
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An exciting project has been in construction while volunteers have been 

away from Richardson these last few months. On March 5th, Michael 

received an email from a boy scout looking to complete his final 

requirements in becoming an Eagle Scout. His name is Anders Peterson 

and he will be starting his senior year at Benilde-St. Margaret’s. Anders 

has been a scout for 11 years and is in Troop 102 from Our Lady of 

Grace, Edina. He and his family frequently visit Richardson Nature 

Center and enjoy hiking and snowshoeing. When Anders was younger, 

he built forts in the exploration area and attended maple syruping 

programs. Richardson Nature Center has been a meaningful place to 

him, and he wanted to choose this park for his Eagle Scout community 

service project. His project proposal was to create an outdoor teaching 

classroom for participants attending Richardson programs. Many nature center 

and residential environmental education centers have a teaching space with the 

nickname, “Chickadee Landing.” Bird feeders are placed near benches that have 

plywood silhouettes attached that resemble people. Birds get acclimated to the 

space and feel comfortable approaching the “people.” In the winter months, 

students can sit quietly against the silhouettes and have birds fly down and eat 

seeds out of their hands or off their hats. This magical experience allows 

students to see birds close up, watch natural animal behaviors, and directly 

connects the observers with the natural world around them. 

Anders began working onsite in mid-August to create this place of learning. He has been 

fundraising and planning for this project for the past three years. Hyland maintenance 

crews cleared the space and provided woodchips and boulders. Anders ordered and 

purchased all the needed materials, shaped and painted the silhouettes, and assembled a 

team of scouts and troop leaders for site workdays. The scouts raked the woodchips in 

place, made a wall of boulders to prevent erosion, installed the silhouettes onto the 

benches, cleared brush to open the space, and installed the shepherd hooks for the 

feeders. They worked hard and had a good time together in the process. Anders 

leadership showed as the site was transformed into a permanent gathering space for the 

Richardson community. 

Our new Chickadee Landing Outdoor Classroom is located about fifty feet 

down the paved bike trial, north of the parking lot next to Turtle Basking 

Pond (the southwest corner of the pond). Please stop by to have a relaxing 

visit. You will be in awe of the large aspen trees, small creek flowing 

nearby, and the wildlife that is present. This new outdoor space was 

possible through the hard work and generosity of Anders Peterson, his 

family, and the scouting community. We are grateful to them and excited 

to share this beautiful site with our many volunteers and park visitors. 

 MN Environmental Educators Relief Fund 
Covid-19 has hit the community of environmental educators hard. With the spread of the pandemic, many 

of the educational facilities throughout the state have had to dramatically scale back their efforts or close 

their doors completely.  In an effort to help environmental and outdoor educators survive these setbacks, 

the Minnesota Naturalists’ Association is raising money to help cover the loss of income that has resulted 

from these Covid-19 related closures. Please consider donating to the Minnesota Environmental Educators 

Relief Fund. Please see the MNA website for more information: http://mnnaturalist.org http://

mnnaturalists.org/page-1817304  

NATURE CENTER UPDATE-NEW CHICKADEE LANDING 

http://mnnaturalists.org/page-1817304
http://mnnaturalists.org/page-1817304
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Workshops, Trainings, & Fun  

MINNESOTA NATURALISTS’ 

ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
November 6-8 

Location: Virtual and in-person 
 

Plans are still in the works to outline a new 

structure for the annual conference. The events 

will center around discussions with one another 

and will have specific focus on spending time 

outside, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the 

nationwide call-to-action to address systemic 

racism in a more effective way.   

For more information or to become a member:  

http://mnnaturalists.org 

MINNESOTA NATURALISTS’ 

ASSOCIATION WORKSHOP:   

Teaching about Native Cultures & History 

Monday, September 14 

1:00-2:30p.m. 

Virtually 
 

Free for members.  $10 for non-members.  

For more information and to register, or become a 

member:  http://mnnaturalists.org 

VOLUNTEER FIELD TRIP 
Wednesday, September 9 

11:30a.m.—2:00p.m. 

Noerenberg Memorial Gardens, 2865 Northshore 

Drive, Wayzata 
 

We will meet at Nelson Lakeside Park, 1860 Symes St, 

Long Lake, for a socially-distant lunch and then head 

to Noerenberg Gardens to hear from Horticulture 

Operations Supervisor, Arla Charmichiel, about the 

gardens, and then have time to wander and look 

around with plenty of space to spread out. Please 

bring a bag lunch and dress to walk and be outside 

the entire time. If you would like to just meet us at 

the gardens, meet there at 12:30. Please call or email 

to sign up. Space is limited. 

VOLUNTEER TREE PLANTING AWARD  

CEREMONY 

Saturday, November 7 
 

Several Volunteers will be recognized for their 

service hours at a tree planting at the Volunteer 

Forest at Hyland Lake Park Reserve, near Sumac 

Knoll Group Camp 
 

As part of our recognition program, a native tree is 

planted in the Volunteer Forest for each 250-hour 

milestone a volunteer reaches, starting at 4,250 

hours.  
 

Cheryl Batson 4250 and 4500 hours 

Deb Endly 5000 hours 

Audrey Friedman 6500 hours 

Kathy Glynn 4500 hours 

Bob Iverson 5750 hours (Hyland Hills, Park Patrol) 

Gene Lau 9750 hours (Outdoor Ed, Golf, NRM) 

Deb Lewis 4500 hours (Outdoor Ed, NRM) 

Brad Pierson 4750 hours (NRM, Golf, Outdoor Ed) 

Paul Schlick 6750 hours (Outdoor Ed, NRM) 

TRU TRAININGS 
Please contact the Volunteer office to sign up. 

Trees and Tree ID  

with Dan Comerford, Forestry Supervisor 
Tuesday, September 22, 1:00-2:00p.m.       

Field Operations Center Plymouth 
 

This is a hiking class, so bring comfortable walking 

shoes. Tree hike will be about a mile total. 
  

Fall Waterfowl  

with Steven Hogg, Wildlife Supervisor 
Tuesday, October 27, 10:00-11:00a.m. 
Tuesday, October 27, 11:00a.m.-Noon 
Rain back up date: Wednesday October 28 

French Regional Park, boat launch 
 

Bring your own binoculars.  
 

Thinking for Success  
December 16, 10:00a.m.- Noon  
Via Zoom 
 

Are you looking to improve your leadership success? 

Start with your thinking habits.  In this workshop, learn 

the 10 habits of effective thinking - the skills that 

leaders use to think well.  Apply these methods to your 

life and start thinking for success. 

SOCIAL TIME AND HIKE 

Thursday, September 17, Noon-2:00p.m. 

Wednesday, September 23, 5:00-7:00p.m. 
 

Join us for a socially-distant picnic lunch/dinner on the 

RNC lawn, followed by a hike in the park. Bring your 

own snack/lunch/dinner and front lawn chair to enjoy 

outside before we head out on the trails. Please call or 

email to sign up. Space is limited. 
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Nature Musings—H2O Nature’s Elixir     By Pauline Bold, Naturalist 

It has been a spring and summer like no other most of us have ever experienced, to say the least. And 
fall isn’t looking to be any less of a challenge. And through it all, Nature has gone on as usual. Critters 

mated, gave birth, raised their young, and are now getting the chance to relax, sort of anyway. 

The first few weeks were a challenge as our lives were turned upside down. When I realized one day 
that there was just something missing, besides not being able to see family and friends, or do much of 
anything. Yes, some folks still had to work, either from home or their place of business. Others were 

just kind of left hanging. The thing I found missing was water. Every place I have worked for the past 
30 plus years has been near water. Ponds, lakes, creeks, or river, water was always nearby. 

Water has its way of creating calm, peace and joy. It also can create turmoil and disaster. It has done 
both this summer. 

The calm came in the form of taking hikes, most days. Nine Mile Creek flows through Moir Park in 

Bloomington. It is just a little over a mile from my home, so the walks are most doable. The exercise 
felt great. But it was the water that was the highlight of the walks. 

For almost two months there was another magic around the water. Black Fairies – otherwise know as 
Ebony Jewelwing Damselflies. These beautiful little creatures with iridescent bodies shimmered green or 

blue, depending on the angle of the sun, and their luxurious black wings. They danced, they mated, 
they landed on me a few times, and were just a joy to watch. They have now disappeared, almost as 
fast as they had appeared. 

The sound of the water varied with the amount running through the creek. Mostly it was a steady flow. 

A drop in the level was soon replaced to filling the banks as the heavy rains came. That is when the 
creek was at its most interesting stage. Standing near the foot bridge one day, the water so high you 

could not see the large rocks it flows over creating a small fall in level. Listening, it sounded like it was 
creating its own music, including a percussion sound that came from the water hitting a certain rock 
with a deeper sound that bounced off the bottom of the bridge. It was beautiful! I had never 

experienced a creek with all of its personality traits like I have this summer. 

Fall is knocking on our door, and with it will come other colors to enlighten our days. 

Some birds will be leaving for their wintering grounds. Others 
will stay. Some mammals are preparing for a long winter’s 
sleep. Others will stay active. Some insects will lay eggs for 

next spring. Others will spend the winter in the water, under 
bark or leaf duff, or they may even parish. Trees will become 
dormant, except for the evergreens. Plants will produce seeds 

for the future, and then they will wither away. 

But the water will remain. For a few months it will still be 

liquid. Eventually it will change form and turn to snow and ice. 

Water is wonderful to have around in either form. Each having 

its own beauty to enjoy. 

Celebrating Wendy 

Andersen receiving 

the 2020 Distinguished 

Volunteer Service 

Award! 


